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failed. Hence, or rather perhaps from no such deter-
mination at all, but simply because, being De Quincey, he
could not write otherwise than as De Quincey, those whim-
sical extravagances of fancy and phrase, those detections of
fun. in the midst of the antique and stately, those descents
into colloquialism and even into slang, in which some readers
find cause of offence. All in all, however, and with this
last fault added to any others that may be in the reckoning,
where have we such historical magazine-writing nowadays,
matter and manner taken together, as in these Greek and
Eoman Essays of De Quincey 1

With the exception of the two slightest, they all appeared
in BlacJcwood's Magazine during the palmy days of De Quincey's .
contributorship to that periodical between 1828 and 1842.
Was it that the standard of scholarship in magazine-writing
generally was different in those days from what it has be-
come since ; or was it that BlacJcwood in particular could make
its standard of scholarship exceptionally high because there
was a man in Edinburgh called De Quincey and Christopher
North knew his worth ?                                         D. M.